2020 RDA NSW CARRIAGE DRIVING COMPETITION

This competition is aimed at involving as many RDA NSW Drivers as possible across the state. Competitors are able to complete the events at their own centres when it is convenient to do so, before results are forwarded to the Event Convenor and awards are made and ribbons distributed. 
Several Centres have taken part in the competition over the years – including Tamworth, Wagga Wagga, Young, Raymond Terrace/Lower Hunter, Upper Hunter, Manning/Great Lakes and Tall Timbers, with between 8 - 30 drivers competing each year. Last year 12 drivers took part from Tamworth, Raymond Terrace (Stroud) and Manning /Great Lakes Centres.  
                                                                  Wouldn’t it be good if all Centres which have carriage driving took part this year !  
WHEN:   To be completed and results sent to Event Convenor by December 5, 2020
                               HOT TIPS: Best to start doing these activities immediately and for the photo classes, have someone taking photos at each session
WHERE:  All competition may be conducted at the Centre venue or at suitable grounds selected by the Centre Committee. The usual RDA NSW regulations apply if using a different venue.  Competitors will not be requred to travel to a central venue.

HOW:  Classes which need to be timed should be judged accurately, and the results sent to the Event Convenor on the Result Sheets provided. NOTE only timing is required. No videoing is necessary.
Photographs are to be hard copies and need to be forwarded to the Event Convenor who will pass them on to an outside judge.  

CLASSES   Do all the events if possible, or just do the classes which are best suited to your Drivers and Centre resources.
1. Photo Class - ‘best on parade’. Competitors should be dressed as if for a show driving event. This is judged on a single photograph of the whole turnout taken at the halt.

2. Photo class – ‘carriage driving in action’ – photograph of a driver at the walk or trot in a typical driving session during the year
3. Preliminary Square Bending Race – for drivers who may require rein assistance from the Whip  
4. Open Square Bending Race  
5. Preliminary Precision Cones Course  – for drivers who may require rein assistance from the Whip

6. Open Precision Cones Course    
7. Preliminary Flag Race  -  for drivers who may require rein assistance from the Whip  
8. Open Flag Race 
AWARDS: Ribbons awarded to sixth place in each event. Participation ribbons also to be awarded to drivers who finish out of the placings. Perpetual Trophy and sash awarded to the Champion Driver (highest points scorer) and sash to the Reserve Champion Driver. 
ENTRY FEE:   $3  per class                     

REGULATIONS

General

· At all times an accredited RDA NSW CD Whip, with a second set of reins, must be in the carriage. These reins should appear a little slack.

· The driver’s reins may be attached to the headstall or the bit.

· The driver must have current registration with an RDA NSW Centre.

· The CD Whip, horse, harness and carriage must be currently RDA NSW accredited.

· Approved safety helmets must be worn by both driver and CD Whip.

· A whip must be held by either the driver or the CD Whip whilst in the carriage

· Judged using ACDS rules, with RDA NSW variations

· CD Whip may give voice instructions or point out the course to the driver 

Precision Cones

· Fastest clear round wins

· To be done at trot or walk only

· 3 sec penalty for each ball knocked down (includes gates which have already been completed and are accidently knocked later)
· CD Whip assisting with reins in Open class – 10 sec penalty 

Square Bending Race and Flag Race
· To be done at trot or walk only

· Fastest correctly completed ( with no faults) course wins

· CD Whip assisting with reins in  Open class – 10 sec penalty                                                                                                         

HOW TO RUN THIS COMPETITION 

1. Photo Classes –  Photos need to be approx 15cm x 10cm (6” x 4”) please    One photo per class per driver 
       Class 1 ‘Best on Parade’. Some hints for competitors:
Stand turnout on even ground so that horse is not sitting back in breeching and tugs are not being pushed forward.

        Horse – brushed, clean, hooves blackened etc  Standing square.    
        Harness: matching, neat, well fitting, breastplate and breeching in correct positions, strap points in keepers
Vehicle: clean, suited to horse   
Driver and CD Whip neat and tidy, matching or complementary outfits (ideally long sleeved dark coloured coat or jacket, worn with blouse for women, and shirt and tie for men), gloves, knee rugs etc 
Driver preferably holding his/her reins and having contact with the horse’s bit or headcollar.
Overall appearance of turnout – does it look elegant ? 
Driver, CD Whip and horse need to look happy ! 
Class 2 Photo class ‘Carriage driving in action’ – showing Driver and CD Whip participating in a typical RDA carriage driving activity at the walk or trot

Hints: Photo should include whole turnout

****Have someone taking photos at driving sessions throughout the year so that there are plenty of photos to choose from when the time comes to send in entries. 

2. Entry forms, result sheets, and photos together with entry fees to be completed and forwarded to the Event Convenor by December 5, 2020.  Results and ribbons will be sent to participating Centres before RDA commences next year.
3. Events may be completed during normal carriage driving sessions or the Centre may like to hold a special competition day or days.
4. Drivers may practice the courses before the competition. 
5. The competition may start immediately. 
        7.     The sheets attached include the precision cones, flag race and square bending courses. It is very important that the cones, 
                bending and flag courses are set out accurately according to measurements so that all competitors participate on an even basis. 

IS THIS COMPETITION SUITABLE FOR YOUR CENTRE ?   
There is something in the Competition for all drivers no matter what their level of ability. It is not necessary to have entries in all of the classes. Centres might choose just to do the photo class/es for example.  The Photo classes are surely within the reach of all centres.
NEED MORE INFORMATION OR HELP ?  Do not hesitate to contact me. 
Janet Muspratt                                                                                                                                                                                            2nd  March 2020           

EVENT CONVENOR
   phone/fax: 02 96066085      email : jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au
